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By the Assoclated Press

ames B. Donovan, a |
hent New York attorney, w
koy figure in the swap of
ilot Francis Gary Powers
onvicted Soviet spy Rug
‘Bbel. ’
1dwin Guthman, public

Department gave newsmen €3
foday this account of the ne

vho had been Col. Abel’s co
ppointed defense counsel,

hired in them:

Late in 1960, Col. Abel’s ¥
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.iAbel's Defense LawyepP
Had Key Role in Swap
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ations director for the Juspjce

ly
Ho-

‘}iations and how Mr. Donov4n,

L=
g -

sent 8 letter to Mr. Dong
From East Germany askin
s defense attorney, he ¢
ket clemency for her husb
fr. Donovan notified the
ice department.

Acting with the approva
he department, he sugge

‘her appeal to President
‘hedy after he took office.
e time President Eisenh
was in office and Willia
[Rogers was Attorney Gene

Donovan Scnt‘ to Berli

Mrs. Abel dispatched an
heal to Mr. Kennedy an
went down through chan

torney for the Justice De
ment. He felt that there

mend clemency.

followed between Mrs. Abel
Mr. Donovan discussing V
Mr. Guthman called ‘“var

release.” Mr. Donovan, a
as defense attorney for

ment informed throughout,

Robert F. Kennedy,
familiar with all the dicke
and although the Justice
nartment did not say so, P
dent Kennedy appeared t
also.

About a month or six W

there were some real gro
for negotiations, Mr. Don‘{
was authorized by the Ui
states Government to g
thast Berlin “and exploded
situation.” He arrived
about two weeks ago.

To assist him he was

is

Lo Mrs. Abel that she addf

A further exchange of lctuc

possibilities concerning A@H

Abel, kept the Justice DepH

o>

r

).

.

insufficient grounds to recgm-

ng

rt-

The new Attorney Genﬂ'al,

neg,

Pe-~
si-

ago, .when it appeared [

en

~ihis role of court-appointed de-

-

it/ Donovan, 45, was general coun-

els

to Reed Cozart, pardon \I£t-
p

ve|States legal staff at the Nur-

rs
nd Donovan,

pat Donovan Donated Fee

bus
I's] For his work as counsel for

ol. |

a s |nounced he was donating hig

pe | vard Law School, both of which

ks | Columbia Law School, which
hat { two of his court-appointed as-
| ds |sistants in the case attended
an
teq law than making money,” Sald
to| Mr. Donovan, adding:
he
ere

a letter from Mr. Cozart]]the tarianism lies in the further.

FEB 1 01962 ‘\\

that Col. Abel’s sentence might
be commuted ‘‘under proper)
circumstances.”

When the negotiations neared
the successful point President
Kennedy signed a comimuta-
tion for Col. Abel and dis-
patched it to the Federal perq
itentiary in Atlanta, the com- |
mutation to become effcciive|
when the swap of prisoners ac-;
tually took place.

Attorney General Kennedy
was nolified of the success of
the deal just before he left
'Tokyo en route to Hong Kong
'where he was due today.
Officials emphasized that

Mr. Donovan was acting as a
conscientious lawyer should, in

ifense lawyer. They also pointed
jout that in view of lhe inter-
inational implications he kept
'the Federal Government fully
Hnformed.
During World War II Mr.

sel for the hush-hush Office
of Strategic Service. After the
war he was on the United

embery war crime trials. He
is now a member of the New|
York law firm of Watters &

; Col. Abel, Mr. Donovan received|
ia fee of $10,000 from Col. Abel’s
family, who sent the money via
East (Germany.

Later, Mr. Donovan an-

fee to three American univer-
sities—-$5,000 to Fordham Uni-
versity and $2,500 to the Har-

'‘he attended, and $2.500 i

“There is more to practicing

“It is my belief that in 4
land of plenty such as thg
United States the most effec
tive means of combating totali

"ance of sound moral trainin
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land a thorough understandin
iof justice under the law. Ir
"that belief I am donating thd
1$10,000 to these three univer

" sities.” ] ) ‘“
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